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401, - The final esttlement of the Tussiion
ralgec Ly Dr. James for this s«~iion axce-ds
the competency of the Commission of Codi ir-
aticn and entzils in a question of policy
wvhich can enly be suimitted to Lhe PRevising
Commitise and mey nesa tne consideration eof
H., F. H. the Yinister for Forei;:n Affeirs.

The pur.ose of .resent section 421 is
teo prohibit perpetuc]l lesgas in Siep, lenses
urp to twenty yernrs duration only reing admit-
ted. This wos adepted hy the Cormiss ion af-
tar the Japanese (s. 804: 20 years), and
German Code (8. 567: 30 years) and French
laws (<2 yemars), pein: understood trot pere
rpetual leuses Lo0ks rather contrery to the
frcilities ¢©f trade cnc¢ te the trensfer of
propsrties,

The objecticn submitited by Dr. Jemes is
ac follows:

*The obJjecticr ~lhii~h I brou_ht forw-id
t¢ the prohibition ef parpetual leases wasg
lar.ely bassd upon the provisicne of the ‘me-
rican Treaty. Under the previsions of this
Treaty, as it is now interpreteéd, Americans
wnile permitted to 19aao are not entitled teo
ovn lands under certiain circumstrnees. They
may, accordingly, 8s the law ner atands, by
meana o0f porpetusl leassholds acjuire rights
in land very naarly the sare in exitent as
thougin they had the right to own. As the



