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14. — No prescription or usucapion can be set up by private 

persons against the rights of the State on its public domain.

15. — Things included in the public domain of the State 

cannot be disposed of except by Royal Decree provided the grant 

by the State of unoccupied lands to private persons, remains 

governed by the provisions of the Land, Mining and Forestry 

Laws.

Any act disposing of things included in the public domain of 

the State which is made without Royal Decree, or any grant of 

unoccupied lands which is made without complying with the 

substantial formalities of the Land, Mining and Forestry Laws, 

is void.

16. — Servitudes established by law cannot be exercised upon 

an immovable of the public domain except with the consent of 

the Government.

Such consent can always be withdrawn.

17. — No distress is available on things belonging to the 

State, whether included in the public or in the private domain.

18. — Except in the case provided in the foregoing Section, 

the private domain of the State is governed by the same rules as 

things belonging to private persons.

Illustrations : — I. — A dies without any heir or legatee, leaving a piece of land which 

beca[o]mes private property of the State. The competent government officials do not take 

any steps to show that such land is State's property. B settles upon it and cultivates it for 

twelve years. The Government officials who had hitherto made no objections 


